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party if the adverse party is not rep-
resented by a practitioner.

(3) Orally upon adequate notice to op-
posing counsel or to the adverse party
if the adverse party is not represented
by a practitioner.

(4) As otherwise authorized by law.

§§ 10.94—10.99 [Reserved]

§ 10.100 Canon 8.
A practitioner should assist in im-

proving the legal system.

§ 10.101 Action as a public official.
(a) A practitioner who holds public

office shall not:
(1) Use the practitioner’s public posi-

tion to obtain, or attempt to obtain, a
special advantage in legislative mat-
ters for the practitioner or for a client
under circumstances where the practi-
tioner knows or it is obvious that such
action is not in the public interest.

(2) Use the practitioner’s public posi-
tion to influence, or attempt to influ-
ence, a tribunal to act in favor of the
practitioner or of a client.

(3) Accept any thing of value from
any person when the practitioner
knows or it is obvious that the offer is
for the purpose of influencing the prac-
titioner’s action as a public official.

(b) A practitioner who is an officer or
employee of the United States shall
not practice before the Office in patent
cases except as provided in § 10.10(c)
and (d).

[50 FR 5172, Feb. 6, 1985, as amended at 54 FR
6520, Feb. 13, 1989]

§ 10.102 Statements concerning offi-
cials.

(a) A practitioner shall not know-
ingly make false statements of fact
concerning the qualifications of a can-
didate for election or appointment to a
judicial office or to a position in the
Office.

(b) A practitioner shall not know-
ingly make false accusations against a
judge, other adjudicatory officer, or
employee of the Office.

§ 10.103 Practitioner candidate for ju-
dicial office.

A practitioner who is a candidate for
judicial office shall comply with appli-
cable provisions of law.

§§ 10.104—10.109 [Reserved]

§ 10.110 Canon 9.

A practitioner should avoid even the
appearance of professional impropri-
ety.

§ 10.111 Avoiding even the appearance
of impropriety.

(a) A practitioner shall not accept
private employment in a matter upon
the merits of which he or she has acted
in a judicial capacity.

(b) A practitioner shall not accept
private employment in a matter in
which he or she had personal respon-
sibility while a public employee.

(c) A practitioner shall not state or
imply that the practitioner is able to
influence improperly or upon irrele-
vant grounds any tribunal, legislative
body, or public official.

§ 10.112 Preserving identity of funds
and property of client.

(a) All funds of clients paid to a prac-
titioner or a practitioner’s firm, other
than advances for costs and expenses,
shall be deposited in one or more iden-
tifiable bank accounts maintained in
the United States or, in the case of a
practitioner having an office in a for-
eign country or registered under
§ 10.6(c), in the United States or the for-
eign country.

(b) No funds belonging to the practi-
tioner or the practitioner’s firm shall
be deposited in the bank accounts re-
quired by paragraph (a) of this section
except as follows:

(1) Funds reasonably sufficient to pay
bank charges may be deposited therein.

(2) Funds belonging in part to a cli-
ent and in part presently or potentially
to the practitioner or the practition-
er’s firm must be deposited therein, but
the portion belonging to the practi-
tioner or the practitioner’s firm may
be withdrawn when due unless the
right of the practitioner or the practi-
tioner’s firm to receive it is disputed
by the client, in which event the dis-
puted portion shall not be withdrawn
until the dispute is finally resolved.

(c) A practitioner shall:
(1) Promptly notify a client of the re-

ceipt of the client’s funds, securities,
or other properties.
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